FROM COLONIAL OCCUPATION TO A NATIONAL
FORCE, THE ARMY IN NIGERIA: PAST EXPERIENCES,
PRESENT REALITIES, AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

Abayomi Olajompo Akinyeye, PhD, FHSN, FNAL

Professor,
Department of History and Strategic Studies,
University of Lagos, Nigeria

University of Lagos Faculty of Arts Monograph



FACULTY OF ARTS MONOGRAPH SERIES

Editor-in-Chief

Akanbi Mudasiru llupeju, Ph.D.
Professor and Dean, Faculty of Arts

Series Editor

Johnson Folorunso llori, Ph.D.
Professor of Linguistics

Editorial Advisory Board

Prof. Rufus Akinyele Prof. Akanmu Adebayo
Department of History and Department of History and
Strategic Studies Philosophy

University of Lagos Kennesaw State University
Nigeria USA

Prof. Edmund Bamiro Prof. Baron Kelly

Department of English Department of Theatre & Drama
University of Lagos University of Wisconsin

Nigeria Madison, USA

Prof. David Aworawo
Department of History and
Strategic Studies
University of Lagos
Nigeria



EDITORIAL POLICY

The Faculty of Arts Monograph is a series published under the
aegis of the Faculty of Arts, University of Lagos, Nigeria. Its aim
is to promote research and scholarship in the humanities
worldwide. Each serial is focused on issues and problems
confronting mankind from the perspective of the humanities.
Papers are expected to focus on issues in Philosophy, Language,
Literary Studies, Arts, Culture, History, Politics, Law,
International Relations, Environment, Crisis Management and
Development.

Authors are fully responsible for the positions and views they
express, and for obtaining necessary copyright permissions.

CONTRIBUTIONS

All correspondence and contributions should be sent to:

The Editor

Faculty of Arts Monograph Series

Faculty of Arts

University of Lagos

Website: http://journals.unilag.edu.ng/index.php/Inr
Email: artspublications@unilag.edu.ng

Manuscripts should be submitted as word documents in Times
New Roman “12” font with wide margin on all sides. The text,
including footnotes, should be double-spaced with notes and
references assembled at the end of the paper. Authors are
responsible for checking all quotations and supplying complete
references.


http://journals.unilag.edu.ng/index.php/lnr
mailto:artspublications@unilag.edu.ng

© Faculty of Arts, University of Lagos, 2024

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced
without the prior written permission of the copyright owners.

Published by
The Faculty of Arts, University of Lagos, Nigeria

ISBN: 978-36779-2-6
ISSN: 0795-2015

Monograph Series No. 27, June 2024



FOREWORD

It has been established that the Nigerian Army came into existence as
an army of occupation introduced by the British colonialists to protect
their economic, strategic, and political interests in Nigeria. However,
Professor Abayomi Akinyeye’s From Colonial Occupation to a
National Force: The Army in Nigeria, Past Experiences, Present
Realities and Future Prospects has demonstrated that a major
challenge facing the transformation of the Army has been how to
transit from its perceived colonial role to that of a national force. The
paper discusses the growth of the Nigerian Army from its inception
up to its present state.

Professor Akinyeye highlighted the following as some of the
inadequacies of the Nigerian Army: the perception of regional
domination of the force due to the lopsidedness in the demography of
the officer’s corps and rank and file; the issue of the Army’s inability
to successfully tackle internal insecurity due to some lapses in its
composition and operational strategies; and the lack of acquaintance
by troops with their operational environment and other related
constraints. The author recommends amendments to the structure and
operations of the Army for better, efficient and effective operations as
well as some critical adjustments for efficient future operations.
These include a review of its policy to ensure that its personnel do not
serve in their homelands, or alternatively establish a language policy
whereby all personnel are encouraged to be proficient in one major
Nigerian language apart from their native tongues; and the need for
the establishment of a new corps that would be trained in guerrilla
warfare to tackle internal security.

I commend Professor Akinyeye for the fresh insight he has provided
on the evolution and operations of the Nigerian Army right from its
inception to its present state. This piece, no doubt, is a worthy
contribution to the Faculty of Arts Monographs Series as it continues
to publish top notch studies to promote scholarship and advance the
frontiers of knowledge.

Professor Akanbi Mudasiru llupeju
Dean, Faculty of Arts
University of Lagos



