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FOREWORD 
 

It has been established that the Nigerian Army came into existence as 

an army of occupation introduced by the British colonialists to protect 

their economic, strategic, and political interests in Nigeria. However, 

Professor Abayomi Akinyeye’s From Colonial Occupation to a 

National Force: The Army in Nigeria, Past Experiences, Present 

Realities and Future Prospects has demonstrated that a major 

challenge facing the transformation of the Army has been how to 

transit from its perceived colonial role to that of a national force. The 

paper discusses the growth of the Nigerian Army from its inception 

up to its present state.  

Professor Akinyeye highlighted the following as some of the 

inadequacies of the Nigerian Army: the perception of regional 

domination of the force due to the lopsidedness in the demography of 

the officer’s corps and rank and file; the issue of the Army’s inability 

to successfully tackle internal insecurity due to some lapses in its 

composition and operational strategies; and the lack of acquaintance 

by troops with their operational environment and other related 

constraints. The author recommends amendments to the structure and 

operations of the Army for better, efficient and effective operations as 

well as some critical adjustments for efficient future operations. 

These include a review of its policy to ensure that its personnel do not 

serve in their homelands, or alternatively establish a language policy 

whereby all personnel are encouraged to be proficient in one major 

Nigerian language apart from their native tongues; and the need for 

the establishment of a new corps that would be trained in guerrilla 

warfare to tackle internal security. 

I commend Professor Akinyeye for the fresh insight he has provided 

on the evolution and operations of the Nigerian Army right from its 

inception to its present state. This piece, no doubt, is a worthy 

contribution to the Faculty of Arts Monographs Series as it continues 

to publish top notch studies to promote scholarship and advance the 

frontiers of knowledge. 

 

Professor Akanbi Mudasiru Ilupeju 

Dean, Faculty of Arts 

University of Lagos  


